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Truth Be Told 
By Pamela Morgan 

 

SYNOPSIS 

Two people try to find a connection through a new dating service 
that guarantees to always tell the truth. 

SETTING 

Video platform, characters should be in their own homes. 
Narrator should attempt to take as little focus as possible away 
from Abigail and Casey, though remain visible on the call.  

 

CHARACTERS  

Abigail Arreda – 30-40 something but says she’s 10 years 
younger, female, any race, she just ended a long term 
relationship and thought trying this new online dating site 
would be fun. 

Casey McIntyre – 20-30 something, nonbinary or female, any race. 
They are tired of the bullshit of casual dating. 

Narrator – any age, race or gender, their job is to monitor the 
date and call out any lies that come up. Narrator may also 
be off screen altogether. 
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Screen opens to two people entering a zoom call. The 
Narrator should be on camera already, clearly 
referring to the screen or device off camera. There’s 
a silence where Abigail and Casey have no idea what to 
do, an awkwardness of a first date. Smiles, 
uncomfortable laughter, and uncertainty of who speaks 
first or what happens next. Then one or both opens 
their mouth to speak, but Narrator begins.  

NARRATOR 

Welcome to Truth Be Told, the online dating service that 
guarantees an honest and authentic environment . . . virtually. 
I am your Narrator and host for this meeting and I will be 
present for one hour, to call out any untruths, as they arise.  

ABIGAIL 

 Do we just introduce ourselves? 

NARRATOR 

(reading from device) Abigail Arreda, lactose intolerant, 
recently single and 42 years old but tells people she’s 35. 

ABIGAIL 

Only sometimes! 

NARRATOR 

Correction, all the time. 

CASEY 

Okay, do me. 

NARRATOR 

Casey McIntyre, 32-year-old and lifetime student, still 
attending online classes through the University of Phoenix. 

CASEY 

Whoa…how do you get all your information?  
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NARRATOR 

Casey only innocently asks, as they provided all the details 
upon registering. Truth Be Told asks a series of over 500 
questions upon registration and then verifies and validates what 
we can. Only individuals who meet our rigorous standards are 
granted first dates with a Narrator such as myself. 

CASEY 

So you’re saying we’re both very honest. 

NARRATOR 

Despite this feeling of superiority, Casey knows that they lied 
126 times on their registration, but their lies were easily 
uncovered. 

ABIGAIL 

Okay, so we both want to be honest and up front. What’s the 
worst that can happen? How bad can it be? (they wait a beat but 
Narrator says nothing) I mean, I haven’t killed anyone. (they 
wait again, nothing) Have you? 

CASEY 

(immediately) No! (they wait again, nothing). So that’s 
obviously the worst, right? (they wait again, nothing) How about 
cheated, have you ever cheated on a partner? 

ABIGAIL 

No.  

NARRATOR 

Abigail forgot about kissing Kyle in fifth grade, while Jack was 
her boyfriend. 

ABIGAIL 

Oh my god, that doesn’t count, that was decades ago. 
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NARRATOR 

Based on our interview with Jack, it most definitely counted to 
him. 

CASEY 

Boyfriend?? 

ABIGAIL 

It was fifth grade. I was confused! It was a long time ago. 

NARRATOR 

It was not so long ago, as Abigail’s last relationship was also 
with a man. 

CASEY 

Oh, hey, that’s cool, I guess. 

ABIGAIL 

I don’t really like labels. 

NARRATOR 

Though Truth Be Told has a strict policy not to label or judge 
anyone for labels, Abigail registered as pansexual.  

CASEY 

I think its great, I do. You don’t meet many 35- or 42-year-olds 
who are that open minded. 

ABIGAIL 

Ok, I want out of the hot seat. Tell me something about 
yourself. 

CASEY 

Great, well you heard my intro. Lifetime student. Haven’t killed 
anyone. I have not cheated on any partners . . . (they both make 
sure Narrator has nothing to say.) because I haven’t really had 
any relationships. 

 

ABIGAIL 

None? Like, ever? 
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CASEY 

Not really, not serious. I mean, there was Jack in fifth grade, 
rebounding from the love of his life Abigail. 

NARRATOR 

There was indeed no Jack and no rebound— 

ABIGAIL 

Ha ha. 

CASEY 

I was joking, lighten up, Narrator! She gets it. I guess I never 
found the right person. 

ABIGAIL 

Hasn’t it been lonely for you? 

CASEY 

Not really. 

NARRATOR 

Casey regularly cries themselves to sleep at night, over a pint 
of Ben and Jerry’s. 

ABIGAIL 

But which flavor, that’s what’s important. 

CASEY 

Oh, Strawberry cheesecake all the way. 

ABIGAIL 

I would have pegged you as a Chips Happen kind of person. 

CASEY 

Alright, we got like three sentences out without the narrator 
calling our bluff. 

ABIGAIL 

Why’d you sign up for Truth Be Told anyway? 

CASEY 

I’m not a monk, I go on dates, but I can’t stand the bullshit. 
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ABIGAIL 

(putting on a simpering voice) Oh, let me tell you all about me. 
Me me me me me and a little more about me.  

CASEY 

(putting on a masculine deeper voice) Yeah, I uh…rock it at the 
gym every day and I work a job that pays me six, no wait, seven 
figures. I’m looking to settle down and have a family. 

NARRATOR 

Truth is, Casey is indeed looking to settle down and have a 
family. 

CASEY 

Oh for Eff’s (or fuck’s) sake. 

ABIGAIL 

You are?  

CASEY 

I mean, kind of? Eventually. I want a family, kids, a house, the 
whole nine yards.  

ABIGAIL 

So you picked a dating service called Truth Be Told . . . 
because . . .  

CASEY 

Because . . .  

NARRATOR 

Because Casey plans to ask all potential dates if they are also 
looking to settle down, start a family and buy a house. 

CASEY 

Thanks. There we go. I want to ask that question and have an 
honest and authentic answer and not waste my time with one-night 
stands and meaningless relationships. 
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ABIGAIL 

And if the answer is no? Like maybe someone you’re hitting it 
off with isn’t ready to commit and settle down after five 
minutes on a first date, then that’s it, you’re done? 

NARRATOR 

Abigail asks her pointed question because she has had three 
failed relationships due to a fear of commitment and settling.  

ABIGAIL & CASEY (together) 

Shut up! 

CASEY 

I don’t know, I hadn’t thought that far ahead. You’re literally 
my first date through this service. 

ABIGAIL 

You’re my first date too. 

CASEY 

And besides the annoying narrator who keeps interrupting us and 
calling us out on our bullshit, you’re seem really interesting. 

ABIGAIL 

Ok . . . but . . . ? 

CASEY 

But . . . I am looking for a serious relationship. I want to 
meet someone who’s looking for that too. 

ABIGAIL 

Maybe I am. 

NARRATOR 

She is not. 

ABIGAIL 

(insisting to Narrator) Maybe I want to be! 

NARRATOR 

She does not. 
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ABIGAIL 

Maybe you could mind your own damn business! Casey, I can’t tell 
you truthfully right now after five minutes that I’m looking for 
a long term, serious relationship, with kids and a house and two 
cats and a yard. 

NARRATOR 

Abigail currently owns four cats. 

ABIGAIL 

But I can tell you that . . . I’m not a murderer. I don’t cheat 
on my partners, except for 10-year-old Jack. I think you’re cool 
and funny and maybe in person we’d hit it off and fall in love 
and move towards all those things you want. And maybe not. But I 
have had long term relationships and I’ve been hurt in them. I 
just ended one that really messed me up emotionally, because he 
wanted those things and I didn’t want them . . . with him. And I 
don’t know if I want them with you either, or with anybody, but 
I know that I’d like to find out.  

(Pause, narrator says nothing.) 

CASEY 

I’d like to find out too. 

NARRATOR 

But Casey doesn’t know if they want to waste their time. 

ABIGAIL 

One date in person. No Narrator. No bullshit. 

CASEY 

No narrator. No bullshit. In person. I think I could agree to 
that. 

(Beat while they connect for a moment, smiling 

ABIGAIL 

the meantime, we have this guy for the next hour. 

CASEY 

Ever hear of the game two truths and a lie? Well I say we play 
three lies and let the narrator do all the hard work. 
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ABIGAIL 

Love it! I’ll go first. I eat meat every day, I think Oreo 
cookies are delicious and . . . I always return shopping carts 
when I’m done. 

NARRATOR 

Abigail is a vegetarian 87% of the time, hates Oreo cookies and 
rarely returns shopping carts. 

CASEY 

You don’t return shopping carts? That’s literally the worst! 

NARRATOR 

Casey has never returned a shopping cart either. We now have 48 
minutes left in this sessions and truth be told, I could do this 
all night. 

THE END 

 

  

 


